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BOOK I.
WHEN I was a youth of twenty-two years of age, being, like
many others, anxious to see the world, and hearing of those
countries of the Indians, recently found, called by everybody
the jSTew World, I determined to go there. In the year 1541
therefore I started from Milan, in the name of God, the sus-
tainer and governor of all the universe, going by land to Me-
dina del Campo, where the people carry on great traffic dur-
ing their fairs, receiving merchandize from all Spain. Thence
I went to Seville, and thence by the river Guadalquivir to
San Lucar de Barameda, this being the port generally fre-
quented by all the ships going to or coming from India.
Having found a ship about to sail, laden with goods for the
island of the Great Canary, I embarked, being unable to find
a more direct route for the journey I desired to make, for I
had been informed that in those islands of the Canaries,
which are seven in number, there are constantly ships going
loaded to the Indies, with wine, flour, apples, cheese, and
other things requisite for those countries. I thus obtained
a passage there; and arriving in two months, I learnt that a
caravel in the island of Palma was loading wine to go to the